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We were shaken to hear that which is inconceivable, that a significant portion of Agudas Yisroel in 

the United States intend to join with the Zionist Organization and vote in elections for the Zionist 

Congress. Woe to the shame and disgrace of joining hands with the heretics, haters of Hashem, 

who are warring against Him and His Torah, the bearers of the legacy of Amalek!   

I personally witnessed repeatedly the extent to which the gedolei hador of the previous 

generation, led by the Gaon Rav Elchonon Wasserman and the Brisker Rov, zatzal, worked to 

prevent any connection to the Zionists and their institutions, whom they declared to be heretics 

and haters of Hashem against whom we are obligated to fight. Whoever thought we would reach a 

point where it is necessary to explain fundamentals that were once self-evident to all?   

Due to the confusion that has spread in America, we will reiterate these very basic facts: The 

Zionist movement was founded to sever the Jewish People from our Father in Heaven and to erase 

His Name from the world, chas v’sholom, replacing Torah and mitzvos with the trappings of an 

Israeli nationalism based on a land and language. I heard from the Brisker Rov, zatzal, that his 

father, Rav Chaim, zatzal, stated from the outset of the Zionist movement that its primary 

objective was to tear Jews away from Judaism and the establishment of a state was merely the 

means to do so by turning the Jewish People into a nation like any other.  

I also heard in Rav Chaim’s name that the mitzvah to obliterate Amalek obligates us to eradicate 

the ideology and influence of all heretics who wage war against Hashem, who are the 

“remembrance of Amalek.” It is thus clear that we must fight the Zionists with all our might and 

certainly not lend our hand to increase their influence through our support of them. 

The claim that they are relying on the gedolim in Eretz Yisroel who permitted participation in the 

government there is utterly without merit. We in Eretz Yisroel have no choice but to live under the 

government’s rule, and thus the view of those gedolim was that we are allowed to send 

representatives to present our positions before the authorities under whose rule we are forced to 

live.   

In complete contrast, the Zionist Congress is not a government, but a heretical organization that 

brazenly deigns to speak for Klal Yisroel. We are not forced to submit to it and there was never the 

slightest notion to permit involvement in it. So long as we refuse to participate, it cannot represent 

Charedi Jewry, yet the moment we join it, we empower it to present the heretical Zionist doctrine 

in the name of Agudas Yisroel and on behalf of Charedi Jews worldwide.  

As for the claim that participation is necessary to defend that which is holy to us, I will relate what 

my great-uncle, Harav Avrohom Pines, zatzal, told me, which he heard from Rav Chaim Brisker, 

zatzal:  



The leader of the Zionists, Herzl (may the name of the wicked rot), came to the communal leaders 

of Minsk, R’ Berl Pines and R’ Boruch Zeldovitz, and sought their support for the Zionist plan to 

establish a state. He guaranteed them it would be a democracy, and thus it would be worthwhile 

for the Charedim to join so that they could constitute a majority and in this way, Shabbos and 

Shemitah would be observed. He guaranteed further that the Charedim would control the 

rabbinate so that everything would be run according to the Torah. 

They responded favorably, but insisted they were subject to the da’as Torah of  Rav Chaim Brisker 

and must first ask his opinion. They traveled immediately to Brisk, and although they arrived 

during the hours when no one was allowed to disturb Rav Chaim’s learning, they stated it was an 

urgent matter bordering on  pikuach nefesh and were allowed in.  

As soon as they mentioned Herzl, Rav Chaim exclaimed, “What do you have with Herzl – doesn’t 

the posuk say, Ashrei Ha’ish asher lo halach b’atzas resha’im…?” They explained that Herzl had 

proposed a way to bring about shemiras Shabbos and Shemitah in Eretz Yisroel. Rav Chaim 

answered them curtly, “You want to merit Olam Haba through involvement with Herzl. But know 

that he and I will not be together in Olam Haba -- so if you want to go with Herzl-Shmerzl, you will 

sit there with him, but if you want to go with me, do so. The choice is yours.” With that, Rav Chaim 

returned to his learning and did not want to continue speaking about the topic.  

They returned to Minsk and informed Herzl they would not participate, causing him to rage about 

the fact that even in those times, the rabbis continued to lead Polish and Russian Jewry and 

refused to allow any changes even when presented with enticing proposals regarding Shabbos and 

Shemitah. 

At this moment, we too call to the Jews of America who are loyal to Yiddishkeit: If you follow in the 

ways of our ancestors, you will be with them in the eternal World. If you go with the Zionists, your 

future lot will be there with them. We will soon see the salvation of Hashem, when the believers in 

Him will rejoice, while the others will be eternally humiliated upon seeing how much pain and 

shame they caused to the holy Shechina.  

Signed for the honor of Hashem and His Torah, hoping for His abundant mercy, 

Moshe Shternbuch 

Ra’avad of Yerushalayim 

 

I join in all that has been said above. Woe to us that we have sinned and have come to a situation 

as unbelievable as this one.  

Meshulam Dovid Halevi Soloveichik 
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